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sands of pilgrims from Central and Western India in January*
February, and March, to gaze on the spot where their great saint
is said to have made his ascent to heaven. The men and women
in their picturesque dresses then present an interesting sight.
At other times of the year nob a Jain remains, not even the
Jain priest of the temple.

Besides these distant views from the top of Parasnath, there
are objects of interest for excursions ; the nearest is the mats or
little shrines about 1| mile from the barracks, placed on pinna-
cles of the mountain which go round a valley in the form of an am-
phitheatre. These pinnacles are capped each with gunite or tula,
20 in all, a solid pile of brickworks. Some are 8 feet high, some
only 2. In each is a small recess; on the flat the print of a
foot is marked, revered as the charan or last footmark on
earth of the Tirthankar or deified saint whose name is en-
graved below.* There is also an inscription giving the date
of the consecration ; the oldest is A. D. 1768. They were all
re-built by Jagat Set about that period. The old bricks served
fox the new building, as labour is sciarce, and materials few in this
country. Hence, no remains of antiquity are to be found; the
Jains very different from the Hindoos, built on other men's
foundations.

Some of these mats are steep and laborious in the ascent,
yet the pilgrims have to climb each and present the offer-*
ings at every one of rice, sandal, dhup (incense), flower,
fruits, and a lamp. They can only go by daylight lest they
should destroy the smallest insects in the dark. The pilgrim-
age is concluded by performing a circuit round the base, a dis-
tance of SO miles. Starting from Madhuban, and returning to it,
they then go to the temple of Pawap in Behar and Champaptir
near Bhagulpur.

The Jain system professed by these pilgrims is an offshoot of
Buddhism; it is free from the polytheism and obscenities of
Hindooism and its variety of castes. It has sects, however; the
leading ones are the Sitambar and the Digambar : the latter
profess to wear no clothes, having the atmosphere as their

* The Musulmans revere the Kadamrastul or footsteps of Mahomed when
he visited places such as Delhi; the Hindoos have the Vishnupad or last;
footsteps of Vishnu. As the prophet reverenced Elijah's mantle, his last
earthly trace, so do the Jains the last earthly footsteps of a canonised
saint.